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of Cyprus found himself alone with a mere handful of faith-
ful supporters and crusading enthusiasts in Alexandria.
The bulk of the army had already deserted their posts and,
contented with their share of the pillage, settled down at
ease in the ships of the fleet in readiness for setting sail
on the first possible occasion. Meanwhile, the vanguard
of the Egyptian army from Cairo under the command of
Amir Qutlobogha al-Mansurl1 was within the precincts
of Alexandria. There was nothing left for the miserable
remnant of the Christian garrison with Pierre at its head
but to vacate their last posts and board the fleet. Then
the laden galleys unfurled their sails and at once set sail
for Cyprus. Their departure was undisturbed by the
enemy who had no ships left and no heart to pursue them
on the high seas. As to the cause of the delay in the
arrival of the relief army, it has already been noted that
the Nile flood swamped the whole of the Delta, the direct
roads were impassable, and squadrons had to travel most
of the way along the edge of the western desert.2 Another
factor must have contributed to retard the departure of
the troops from Cairo. Yalbogha al-Khassiki, the Atabiki
in power at the time of the invasion, was regarded as a
hateful usurper by a strong party of Mamluks in Egypt,
and at first he thought that behind the news of the crusade
might lurk an insidious plot to undermine his influence in
the state.3 This explains his reluctance to comply with
Janghara's request until it was graphically confirmed by the
influx of refugees from Alexandria, At this moment, the
original governor of the city, Salah-al-Dm ibn ' Arramy had
just returned from Mekka, and was immediately ordered to
proceed to his seat of office ahead of the army. It is said
that he was able to supplant the banners of the Cross by
those of Egypt on certain parts of the walls on 13 October
within view of the invaders, and that he sent a Jew named
sources vary a little. Machaut, 1. .3608, says that the troops remained in the
fleet for two days after the council and before the order was issued for setting
sail. The Vita #, Petri, p.c., fixes this on the sixth day of the occupation.
1 Al-MaqrlzI, op. cit., ann. cit.   According to ibn Taghrl Bardl, op. cit.,
V, 195, the commanders of the vanguard included, among other amirs,
Kundok and Khalll ibn Qawsun.
2 vide supra, 351.                                        8 Al-MaqrlzI, I.e.